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From Notebook to Script Syllabus

From Notebook to Script is a six-session online course designed to hone aspiring writers'
storytelling and script development skills. Collaborative by nature, participants share ideas, receive
feedback, and refine their screenplays with peer and mentor support. Over six weeks, participants will
develop, write and complete a short film script from start to finish.

This course is ideal for filmmakers focused on writing their own material. It offers both technical
expertise in script formatting, and the creative inspiration to bring ideas to life.

Ideation - Foundations - Creation - Feedback - The Polish - The End

Six Dynamic Sessions: Two-hour online classes covering every aspect of screenwriting.

Personalised Mentorship: One-on-one guidance to refine your voice and story.

Creative Community: Collaborate, share, and grow with fellow storytellers.

Your Script, Complete: Turn your idea into a ready-to-go short film screenplay.



What to Expect

Creative Collaboration
Engage with a vibrant group of like-minded peers. Share ideas, brainstorm solutions, and refine your
screenplay in a supportive, collaborative environment.

Professional Guidance
Benefit from expert feedback and tailored advice from seasoned industry professionals to elevate your
script to the next level.

Foundations of Storytelling
Develop a strong understanding of narrative essentials, including structure, character arcs, and
themes, to ensure your screenplay is compelling and engaging.

Mastering Screenplay Format
Learn to format your script professionally, focusing on action, dialogue, and scene headings so your
work stands out to industry readers.

Building Confidence in Your Writing
Through regular feedback and mentoring, build confidence in your voice and creative decisions,
ensuring your screenplay reflects your unique perspective.

Practical Tools and Techniques
Access a range of templates, resources, and tools to streamline the writing process and help you stay
organised and productive.

Polishing and Perfecting
Refine your script through guided rewrites, focusing on clarity, impact, and narrative flow to produce a
polished final draft.

Your Finished Script, Ready for Action
Finish the course with a fully developed short film screenplay, ready for submission to competitions,
festivals, or production.

Textbook & Course Materials
This course doesn't require a traditional textbook but provides essential resources, including:

e SLAC Backstop Templates:

Tools designed to help develop story ideas and establish a solid narrative foundation.
e Screenplay Formatting Guides:

Clear instructions and examples to ensure professional-quality scripts.
e Access to Screenwriting Templates:

Ready-to-use templates for formatting and structuring your screenplay efficiently.

Participants should bring a notebook, pen, or digital device for note-taking and writing during sessions.



Course Schedule

From Notebook to Script

Session 1 - All | Need Is an Idea: Thursday, 23rd October 2025
Discover the essence of your story. Through brainstorming and an exploration of narrative
frameworks, craft a clear and compelling central premise.

Session 2 - Words on a Page: Thursday, 30th October 2025
Delve into screenplay formatting and begin drafting. Focus on action, dialogue, and scene headings
while developing your script’s opening pages.

Session 3 - Getting to the End: Thursday, 6th November 2025
Drive your story to completion by finishing your first draft, focusing on building tension, deepening
characters, and anchoring your story in a strong sense of place.

Session 4 - Rewriting: Thursday, 13th November 2025
Collaborate with peers to exchange feedback and dive into rewriting, focusing on improving clarity,
structure, and overall impact.

Session 5 - Fine-Tuning Your Script: Thursday, 20th November 2025
Receive tailored 1:1 feedback and detailed notes from your mentor, guiding you through the rewriting
process to enhance clarity, refine structure, and maximise impact.

Session 6 - The Final Draft: Thursday, 27th November 2025
Refine and complete your screenplay, focusing on perfecting structure, dialogue, and formatting to
ensure it's polished and ready as a completed short film script.

Success Stories

C Roberts
Attending this course was useful for not only learning how to format a script, but also as a motivator
to finish a short script. Chris was helpful and keen to see people finish their projects.

Janice Sutherland, Director/Producer
Excellent, easy to understand sessions, helmed by Chris, who broke down the process into
manageable chunks and gave concise and constructive feedback and lots of support.

Sarah C

| wanted to brush up on my script writing, having not done much since my uni days, and taking part in
a short course was a great way to work on a piece of original writing while balancing work and other
commitments (or trying to!). The group was great, and | think we all felt a sense of accomplishment at
the end, walking away with a completed short screenplay. | loved hearing everyone’s ideas and seeing
the work progress with encouragement and guidance from the Film Sussex team.



